Media alert
Shepparton 
Peter Ross-Edwards Causeway
10:00am Thursday August 6
Farmers and environmentalists Cry For the River
The Cry Me a River expedition will attend a major public meeting on its way to Melbourne this Thursday morning. The lone kayaker, Steve Posselt, has galvanized irate farmers to join activists Friends of the Earth and Plug the Pipe and concerned citizens in a trek to Melbourne to protest against the North South pipeline.
The issue has been hotly contested for some time now, but the combination of locals from a wide range of backgrounds, city based activists and major political support is building enormous momentum.
Complementary footage of the launch in Echuca and Steve Posselt’s struggle up the river will be available to news crews attending the event.

--- ENDS ---

IMAGES
Print quality images are available from www.kayak4earth.com/media.html 

Broadcast quality audio and video is available through media liaison officer Giovanni Ebono 0402 779 375

BACKGROUND

Posselt is single-handedly paddling or dragging his kayak from Echuca to Melbourne at the incredible rate of 35 kilometres a day.

“It is a grueling pace,” he told radio journalists by telephone from the river, “but I feel compelled to do something to get the message through. The river has no options.”

In 2007 Posselt paddled the Murray Darling and was shocked to find that Australia’s once great river system no longer reaches the sea.
“This government plans to take 75 billion litres of water each year, out of a river system that is dying from the mouth up. The water simply is not there,” he said.

The government claims that the extra water can be saved through water efficiency. Posselt has been a water engineer all his life. 

“You cannot pump 75 billion litres of water out of a basin and claim that you have ‘saved’ water,” he said.

Farmers are angry because they believe that water officials know that the savings are imaginary but will support anything that sees government investment in water infrastructure.
